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"Art speaks where words are unable to explain.” ~Mathiole

IALHA 2018 AT CONTEST WINNER

aniela Nikolova was born in September 1976, in Sofia,
Dthe capital city of Bulgaria. From a very early age, art

became an inseparable part of her life studying at the
Secondary School of Arts and at the Bulgarian Fine Arts at the
National Academy. While attending the National Academy of Art,
Daniela worked as a freelance make-up artist becoming one of the
most well known in the country. Daniela also worked as a graphic
designer in fashion shows and installed and painted frescos in villas
and commercial buildings. Her greatest artistic passion; however,
is painting.

In 2003, love and destiny played their role. Daniela moved
to Greece where she married and started a family. She now lives
in the countryside with two wonderful kids, a boy and a girl. Even
with all the changes and challenges in the new life in Greece—new
country, new language, new family—she continued to create art.

As time would tell, recognition as a artist in Greece did not
take long in coming. Soon after moving to Greece, Daniela be-
came a member of the Board of Directors for the city's local Artists
Union. Some of the projects she worked on included the creation
of the graphic design of art catalogues for the 100th anniversary
of the city and painting the hagiography (paintings of saints and
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ecclesiastical leaders) in the
interior of two orthodox
Christian churches.  Feel-
ing the need to share and
pass on her knowledge and
skills to new generations, in
2011 Daniela opened her
own art teaching studio, All
about the Art, where she
teaches painting and art
classes for young children,
teenagers and adults.

Loving to work with
children, Daniela has also organized numerous children's art ex-
hibitions and activities such as the Santa Clause Sugar house (cre-
ated and painted by Daniela), Carnivals (Crafts and face painting)
and Easter and Summer fests. One of these celebrations “Let’s
paint the biggest Easter Egg in Greece”, was featured in more
than 70 media outlets, including TV, CNN Greece, online maga-
zines and radio. It was recognized as one of the biggest events
of its kind in Greece.

Daniela’s charitable activities, donations, and contribu-
tions are an irreplaceable part of her day-to-day life. She loves
bringing smiles and happiness to the kids by painting on the
premises of the local primary and secondary schools and schools
for children with special needs. For the past five years, she has
helped one of the
schools organize
a summer eco-
festival where she
teaches them how
to recycle and
make  trash-art,
paint and decorate
the school envi-
ronment.

As  Dan-
iela’s popular-
ity as an artist
spread throughout
Greece, one of her
paintings was cho-
sen as a postcard
for the Mouries
Farm - Skyrian
Horse Conserva-
tion Center. The
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DANIELA AT THE 2018 EASTER FEST.

Skyrian horse, a horse breed native to the Greek is-
land of Skyros, is a rare and ancient one. This center
pairs everyday people with a horse they can adopt or
adopt on someone else’s behalf as a gift to friends
or family. As a gift for her children, Daniela adopted
a small Skyrian mare. This event became a turning
point in Daniela’s love of the horse which is evident in
her sensitive and dynamic portraits of such.

When asked about the inspiration for her
paintings of Andalusians, Daniela explains, “I will
never forget the day | met the Andalusian treasures of
Jose Maria Caballos Mayoral. These Spanish horses
won my heart. These royal horses of Europe were
aristocratic, intelligent, elegant, calm, passionate and
at the same time brave. Their beautifully arched neck,
strong hindquarters, expressive movements pierced
my heart and soul. Simply put, it was “Love at first
sight.”

Though Daniela did not grow up around hors-
es, she has loved the beauty of these animals since
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childhood. Living in the small
town of Ptolemaida, Greece
has given Daniela the oppor-
tunity to have her own trea-
sure — Orion XLVII- Caballos
Mayoral, a purebred Spanish
Horse. The 4-year-old An-
dalusian was born in Zara-
goza, Spain in the stable of
Jose Maria Caballos Mayoral.
“Jose is a wonderful person,
who loves and is devoted to
his Andalusian treasures! He
is a stunning human being
with a big heart, filled with
goodness and magic. His en-
chanting gift of my Pura Raza
Espanola, Orion XLVII - Ca-
ballos Mayoral is my inspira-
tion!”

The Andalusian hors-
es’ majestic spirit and form
clearly drives the passion
in Daniela’s classic equine
paintings. Daniela uses a modern style with rich, warm mediums. She refers to
her work as “Classical realism”. Daniela explained that she wanted her work to
be accessible to the mind and eye of all ages and nationalities. Daniela’s knowl-
edge, skills, and varied experience allow her to use a vast array of techniques
and materials such as charcoal, pastel, watercolor and oil.

Daniela remains strongly connected with the horses of Jose. In referring
to her inspiration, Daniela remarked, “Part magic and myth, some part mystic
and spiritual, those are the ingredients that make me feel as if I am a part of
the Caballos Mayoral spirit,” Over the years, Daniela has been preparing a col-
lection of paintings themed Entendido & Indio — Caballos Mayoral. The two-
paintings accompanying this article are from that world-renowned and award
winning collection.

ENTENDIDO XXXIV- CABALLOS MAYORAL. 60-80CM OIL,
SAND AND GOLD ON CANVAS. 2016-CALENDAR-EQUUS

FILM FESTIVAL, ART CONTEST WINNER'S OFFICIAL 2015
POSTER CONTEST.

CANVAS OFFICIAL 2016-2017 EQUUS FILM FESTIVAL TOUR STOP IMAGE.

ENTENDIDO XXXIV- CABALLOS MAYORAL. 100-120CM OIL, SAND ON
ONE OF THE TOP 25 OFFICIAL EFF IMAGES.
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